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No trade agreements without a previous
assessment of the consequences for
human rights.

Globhal trade must he for the good of
the social and economic development
of local communities.

People in Europe should support us
through ethically aware consumption
of food and clothes.

pfurther iJformation and contact:
www.ecofair-trade.ory
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ECOFAIR TRADE DIALOGUE

AGRICULTURAL TRADE POLICY

JEOPARDISES HUMAN RIGHTS IN

«We ask the citizens of the European Union
this: do you want this unjust trade agree-
ment, which will plunge people here into
poverty and misery?»

Helen Yego, farmer

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the
European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole
responsibility of the publishers and can in no way be taken to
reflect the views of the European Union.



griculture is at the heart of Kenya’s economy. Many

farmers and livestock producers produce mainly for

their own consumption and live on what they harvest.

At the end of the 1990s flowers and fruit became impor-
tant export industries alongside coffee, requiring more and more
water and cropland. Land is a scarce resource in Kenya; in total
only twenty percent of the land is usable for growing crops. Due to
a lack of public support for domestic agriculture, wheat and maize
have to be imported even though these staple foods thrive here as
well. Kenya’s susceptibility to crises became apparent in the sum-
mer of 2011; as a result of a drought and higher international
commodity prices three and a half million people were dependent
on food aid.

Through an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) the EU of-
ficially wants to make a contribution to Kenya’s sustainable de-
velopment. However, a preliminary assessment of the impacts of
this agreement, compiled by the Kenya Human Rights Commission
(KHRC), warns of the negative impacts of opening up the market
as the EPA envisages. In particular, wheat and maize growing,
dairy farming and poultry and meat production in Kenya could
be severely damaged by cheap imports from the EU. On the other
hand, the path for Kenyan products may be blocked; in an agree-
ment first signed in 2009 the EU is keeping open the option of
imposing tariffs and quotas on cut flowers, sugar, fruit and vegeta-
bles from Kenya and other states in the East African Community
(EAC).

Civil society organisations fear the undermining of Kenya’s food
sovereignty and with it the right to food. “Governments should
be allowed to consider human rights aspects without risking trade
sanctions as a result,” says the study by the Kenya Human Rights
Commission. Kenyan non-governmental organisations were ex-
cluded from the negotiations.




